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Going DIGITAL
To better keep our readers 

informed in this busy world, 
we are also taking our news-
letter to the web!

Send your email address  
to mhenley@creativeaging-
midsouth.org to be added to 
our digital newsletter list, or 
call 901-272-3434.

Joyce Cobb and Ron Jewell headline the year’s 
first Senior Arts Series afternoon performance on 
May 3, 2017 at the Theatre Memphis main stage.

The two performers are favorites among 
Creative Aging audiences and return to launch 
the second year for the popular Series. Each of 
the Senior Arts Series performances are from 1 
to 3 p.m. at the Theatre Memphis main stage.

Joyce is an adept jazz, blues and R&B vocalist. 
Although ever busy as a professional singer, she is 
also a long-time Creative Aging artist, dedicated 
to the mission of engaging older adults through 
music. Ron’s singular Mark Twain interpretation 
never fails to leave audiences happy.

This first of four performances in the Series for 
2017 is expected to draw a near-capacity crowd. 
Tickets come with a minimum donation of $5.

Creative Aging has served seniors in residential 
settings such as nursing homes and assisted 
living communities, as well as senior centers, 
for more than a decade.  The Senior Arts Series 
fills a need by connecting with seniors who live 
independently and want the opportunity to see 
live stage performances. They may not be able 
to drive a vehicle at night or have the financial 
means to pay for expensive tickets, yet still enjoy 
new social activities.

Future performances will present musicians, 
dancers and other forms of the arts and 
entertainment for audiences.

For ticket information, please contact 
tkirksey@creativeagingmidsouth.org or call the 
Creative Aging office, (901) 272-3434.

The soulful stylings of Joyce Cobb and Ron Jewell’s historical theatrics 
take audiences on an entertaining journey back in time.



A fond farewell to 
our founder

We join in applauding the Tennessee
Arts Commission in its 50th year

It is with the entwined emotions of fondness, 
sadness and, yes, happiness that we bid a heartfelt 
bon voyage into retirement for our founder and 
leader these last 13 years, Meryl Klein.

Fondness goes without saying for anyone who has 
ever met her.

Sadness of course accompanies any goodbye.
But happiness is the overwhelming feeling we 

share with her as she begins a new chapter of rest, 
relaxation, travel and the pursuit of many other 
interests Meryl has and can now find time to indulge.

Meryl Klein and Creative Aging always will be 
paired in our hearts and thoughts. While earning a 
Masters degree in gerontology, Meryl studied how the 
arts could have a positive impact on the lives of older 
adults, especially those suffering from dementia, and 
yet who had no opportunities to experience the visual 
and performing arts in their lives.  She realized there 
was a vast need across the country, and especially in 
Memphis, for the service Creative Aging provides.

So, to put what she learned into service, Meryl 
founded Creative Aging and over the years grew it 
into one of the area’s most vital nonprofits focused 
on the needs of older adults.

Creative Aging sends a “Happy 50th Anniversary” message to the Tennessee 
Arts Commission!

The Tennessee General Assembly created the Commission in 1967 by special 
mandate to encourage the visual, literary, musical and performing arts throughout 
the state and to promote public interest in Tennessee’s cultural heritage.

Since then, an immeasurable difference has been made in the arts in Tennessee 
and in the lives of countless Tennesseans, including support provided to Creative 
Aging over the years. You can help support the arts in Tennessee by purchasing a 
speciality license plate. Go to www.tnspecialtyplates.org/gift-a-tag/ to get yours!

Thank you, Tennessee Arts Commission, for your dedication to the arts and your 
support of artists and artistic expression.

A message from Meryl
To our family of supporters, artists, volunteers 
and — most especially — our wonderful clients:

Creative Aging has been my heart and mind 
and soul — truly my life — these last dozen or 
so years. And in return, I have received more 
than I could ever have imagined. These years 
have been some of the most rewarding in my 
career. I will miss the wonderful seniors, artists, 
supporters and members of the Creating Aging 
network with whom I have worked.

I bid you farewell, knowing that the future is 
even brighter for Creative Aging. For all those 
who give of their artistic talents, and who  
gratefully receive the immense treasure that 
art offers all human beings: Thank you. What a 
difference we have made in the lives of so many!



A letter from the Executive Director:
Hello! I am honored to serve as Creative 

Aging’s new Executive Director.  I thank our 
many friends for their warm welcome, and 
look forward to meeting each of you in the 
weeks and months ahead.  

Because of founder Meryl Klein’s hard 
work and dedication, Creative Aging has 
successfully provided art and music to older 
adults in and around Memphis since 2003, 
paying over $1,000,000 in support to area 
artists.  Her commitment to Creative Aging’s 
mission inspires me to carry the torch onward, 
building upon our strong foundation and 
continuing to expand this important work.  

Memphis is a dynamic community—rich 
in spirit, gritty with determination, and full 
of opportunity.  Traditions grounded in music 
and the arts run through our veins—from Elvis 
to the Orpheum, from Beale Street’s blues 
to the rhythmic notes of STAX musicians, 
in theatres and museums—opportunities to 
experience art and music abound, stimulating, 
inspiring and connecting young and old alike.  
Creative Aging keeps those connections alive 
for older adults living at home and in area 
communities.  

How will Creative Aging continue to 
enrich the lives our older citizens in 2017 
and beyond?  Will we develop programs 
to connect young and old through theatre, 
dance, or the visual arts?  Will we partner 
with area museums, universities, senior 
serving organizations and communities 
to engage and inspire citizens over 70? 
Will Creative Aging musicians and artists 
serve more communities, more often? 
 

We invite you to be a part of Creative 
Aging’s future!

• Help us dream about new programming
• Invite us to share stories about Creative   
  Aging with your friends
• Volunteer to become a Community 
   Ambassador  
• Commit to sustaining Creative Aging’s 
   work with your financial support

Send your ideas to mhenley@
creativeagingmidsouth.org or visit the 
website to donate now.  I look forward to 
hearing from you! 

Sincerely, 

Mia Henley
Executive Director

Creative Aging’s volunteers 
are the best

Each year, National Volunteer Week 
provides an opportunity to recognize 
and thank volunteers who lend their 
time, talent, voice and support to 
the causes they care about in their 
community.

This year’s recognition comes 
April 23-29 and carries the theme 
“Service Unites.”

At Creative Aging we are so 
thankful for all our special events 
volunteers and we want to salute our 
Community Ambassadors: Debbie 
Bain, Barbara Christensen, Sylvia 

Claussen, Adonna Collins and Martha 
Forest. They and all of our volunteers 
have worked tirelessly to serve the 
older adults in our community.

Ambassadors give as little as 
two hours per month in the senior 
community of their choice. If you 
love music — and interesting 
and wonderful people — we will 
help you find the perfect location, 
days and hours to serve. To get 
involved, contact Terrie: tkirksey@
creativeagingmidsouth.org



Our Mission
Creative Aging improves quality of life for Mid-South seniors 
by stimulating their minds, creativity, and sense of self through 
arts programs that engage, educate, and entertain.

Honorariums and Memorials
Oct. 1 - March 31, 2016

Thanks to the following for helping bring the arts to life where seniors live and gather.

Honor your loved ones with a gift to Creative Aging.

In honor of Meryl Klein & Barbara 

Loevy’s Anniversary

Peggy Seessel

In honor of Kini Plumlee 

Morgan David Arant

In honor of Neil Ringel’s Birthday 

Peggy Seessel

2029 Peabody Ave.

Memphis, TN 38104

Creative Aging is a distinguished member of both the nonprofit social service and the arts communities.

In memory of Bob Bernstein 

Terrie Kirksey and Lisa Piefer

Meryl Klein and Barbara Loevy

In memory of Fred Blake

H. L. Hilburn

In memory of Duane Cleveland’s Father 

Meryl Klein and Barbara Loevy

Carol and Dan Yount

In memory of Mickey Spurrier Eason

Michael Escamilla

Terrie Kirksey

Meryl Klein and Barbara Loevy

In memory of Cal Jackson

Meryl Klein and Barbara Loevy 

In memory of Herb Notowich

Meryl Klein and Barbara Loevy

In memory of Dr. Lea Queener

Annette and William Bickers

Honorariums Memorials
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